
STUDY GUIDE  

Of Mice and Men Final Examination 

Honors English 9 – Mrs. Kowal 

 

FINAL EXAM: Thursday, October 7, 2010 

 

To perform effectively on the final examination for this novel unit, you should know the following: 

 

IDENTIFY & DEFINE the following LITERARY TERMS (See your literary terms handout for definitions): 

 

• Diction (word choice) 

• Flashback 

• Foreshadowing 

• Imagery 

• Irony 

• Metaphor 

• Simile 

• Mood 

• Tone 

• Plot 

• Point of View 

• Protagonist 

• Antagonist 

• Setting 

• Symbol 

• Theme 

 

IDENTIFY & UNDERSTAND PLOT, including the following: 

• Introduction 

• Conflict 

• Rising Action 

• Climax 

• Falling Action (Denouement) 

• Resolution 

• Conclusion 

 

IDENTIFY MAJOR CHARACTERS FROM THE NOVEL 

• George 

• Lennie 

• Candy 

• Crooks 

• Slim 

• Curley 

• Curley’s Wife 

• Carlson 



 

DEFINE KEY VOCABULARY 

 

See attached for all vocabulary words from the novel. 

 

IDENTIFY AND EXPLAIN KEY QUOTATIONS FROM THE NOVEL. 

 

1. "I don' like this place, George. This ain't no good place. I wanna get outa here." 

2. "This ol' dog jus' suffers hisself all the time. If you was to take him out and shoot him right in the 

back of the head--" he leaned over and pointed, "--right there, why he'd never know what hit 

him." 

3. "She's gonna make a mess. They's gonna be a bad mess about her. She's a jail bait all set on the 

trigger." 

4. "I ought to of shot that dog myself, George. I shouldn't ought to of let no stranger shoot my 

dog." 

5. Nobody never gets to heaven, and nobody gets no land. 

6. "You guys comin' in an' settin' made me forget. What she says is true." 

7. "I done a bad thing. I done another bad thing." 

8. "What we gonna do now, George? What we gonna do now?" 

9. "Never you mind," [he said]. "A guy got to sometimes." 

10. "God damn you," he cried. "Why do you got to get killed? You ain't so little as mice." 

11. "I coulda made somethin' of myself. Maybe I will yet.” 

 

SHORT ANSWER: Identify and explain key events from the novel. 

 

  



To a Mouse – by Robert Burns 

 

Wee, sleeket, cowran, tim'rous beastie, 

O, what panic's in thy breastie! 

Thou need na start awa sae hasty, 

Wi' bickering brattle! 

I wad be laith to rin an' chase thee, 

Wi' murd'ring pattle! 

I'm truly sorry Man's dominion  

Has broken Nature's social union,  

An' justifies that ill opinion,  

Which makes thee startle,  

At me, thy poor, earth-born companion,  

An' fellow-mortal!  

I doubt na, whyles, but thou may thieve;  

What then? poor beastie, thou maun live!  

A daimen-icker in a thrave 'S a sma' request: I'll get a blessin wi' the lave,  

An' never miss't!  

Thy wee-bit housie, too, in ruin!  

It's silly wa's the win's are strewin!  

An' naething, now, to big a new ane,  

O' foggage green!  

An' bleak December's winds ensuin,  

Baith snell an' keen!  

Thou saw the fields laid bare an' wast,  

An' weary Winter comin fast,  

An' cozie here, beneath the blast,  

Thou thought to dwell,  

Till crash! the cruel coulter past  

Out thro' thy cell.  

That wee-bit heap o' leaves an' stibble,  

Has cost thee monie a weary nibble!  

Now thou's turn'd out, for a' thy trouble,  

But house or hald.  

To thole the Winter's sleety dribble,  

An' cranreuch cauld!   

But Mousie, thou are no thy-lane,  

In proving foresight may be vain:  

The best laid schemes o' Mice an' Men,  

Gang aft agley,  

An' lea'e us nought but grief an' pain,  

For promis'd joy!  

Still, thou art blest, compar'd wi' me!  

The present only toucheth thee:  

But Och! I backward cast my e'e,  

On prospects drear!  

An' forward, tho' I canna see,  

I guess an' fear!  

 


