
FINAL ESSAY – Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 

Honors English 9 – Mrs. Kowal 

 

DUE DATE: Monday, October 11, 2010 at the BEGINNING OF CLASS 

 

DIRECTIONS: For the first part of your final exam, you will write a 500-word, five-paragraph essay about 

the book Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck. Choose one (1) of the prompts below as the focus for 

your essay.  

 

FORMAT: Your essay should be: 

• Typed 

• Double spaced 

• Times New Roman 12-point font. 

• I will not accept hand-written essays. 

• You must have your essay printed out and ready to hand in Monday at the beginning of class. 

 

Your essay should: 

� Have the written prompt that you choose at the top of your essay. Don’t just write the number, 

write the prompt. (WORTH 5 POINTS) 

� Directly respond to the prompt you choose using evidence from the book to support your own 

ideas/thoughts. Use direct quotes from the book. When you do this, italicize the words and put 

the quotes in “quotation marks” and at the end of the quote put the page number it is on in 

parentheses, like this: “She's gonna make a mess. They's gonna be a bad mess about her. She's a 

jail bait all set on the trigger.” (pp. 45-46) (WORTH 10 POINTS) 

� You may, of course, use the book as a reference; however, your own interpretations and ideas 

are what you will be graded on. As long as you can back up your ideas with evidence from the 

book, you will have done your job. DON’T MERELY SUMMARIZE THE STORY.  

� Use proper grammar, spelling and punctuation. Be sure to spell check your work before turning 

it in! 

 

CHOOSE ONE (1) of the PROMPTS below. 

 

1) A major theme in Of Mice and Men is sacrifice.  For your essay, identify a character who makes 

sacrifices and explore the different aspects of his/her sacrifices. 

 

2) A major theme in Of Mice and Men is companionship.  For your essay, identify three character 

relationships that demonstrate different aspects of companionship. 

 

3) A major theme in Of Mice and Men is dreams.  For your essay, identify the role dreams plays for 

three different characters. 

 


